Treatment of popliteal aneurysms by femoral artery transposition: long-term evaluation.
A multicentric retrospective study was carried out on 29 operations (28 patients) to evaluate the long-term results of the treatment of popliteal artery aneurysms by transposition of the superficial femoral artery (SFA). This treatment consisted in proximal and distal ligation and bypass grafting or endoaneurysmorrhaphy followed by reconstruction of the popliteal artery. This surgery was always performed when the homolateral SFA could be used. After surgery, every patient was prescribed a long-term antiplatelet treatment. Mean follow-up was 39.2+/-28 months. Actuarial primary patency was 100% at 1 year and 92% at 3 years. No patients presented with either aneurysmal evolution of arterial graft or septic complication of prosthetic bypass. SFA can be used to treat isolated popliteal aneurysms with satisfying long-term results. This technique is an alternative to the use of autologous saphenous vein.